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Washington Neighborhood Garden Orientation 
 

Welcome to the Washington Neighborhood Community Garden!  

We are happy to have you growing with us!  
 

Our Mission: 
To offer a garden space where Washington Neighborhood families can grow produce and build 

relationships. 
 

Here you will find all the information you need to join the Washington Neighborhood Garden and the 

resources and support that are offered to help you be successful this growing season. .   

 

What is offered?  
Plots are first come, first serve every season. Washington neighborhood residents are given first priority.  

Each household may have 1-2 plots per growing season and plots are 4 feet by 12 feet each.  

 

When is the growing season? 
This year the growing season dates are April 8th-November 10th. This means you can start planting your 

garden April 8th and by November 10th, your plot will need to be cleared of all garden debris. 

 

How do I obtain a plot? 
All members, new and returning, will have the opportunity to reserve plots by registering online. This 

information will be provided via our Facebook page or via email prior to the scheduled garden orientation 

date. You are encouraged to sign up early since plots are limited. Once registered you must then attend a 

face-to-face Garden Orientation lead by a garden coordinator which will take place at the community 

garden each year.  At orientation the coordinator(s) will provide you a copy of this handout, walk you 

through the garden and its policies, and then you will sign a copy of this handout which will provide you 

permission to secure your garden plot(s) and start planting!   

 

This year’s scheduled group Garden Orientation date:  April 8th at 1 pm 

 

If you are unable to attend the scheduled Garden Orientation, you can make arrangements with any of the 

coordinators listed below so you can secure your assigned garden plots(s) and start planting.  

  

Garden Coordinators 

Sonja DeMulder (Intern Master Gardener)  

(847) 337-7606 

 

Laura Klavitter (Horticulture Educator/ISU DBQ Master Gardener Coordinator)  

(563) 583-6496 

  

Heidi Zull (Garden Member) 

(563) 663-5358 
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Orientation Topics 
 
We strive to be generous, thankful, and friendly neighbors.  Likewise, we must be mindful of garden plot 

boundaries and growing efforts of our fellow growers.  Please keep the garden organized and tidy before 

you leave for the day.   

 

_______Use of Chemicals or Fertilizers 
Though not certified, we care for the garden organically. We ask that gardeners do not use non-

biodegradable or harmful chemicals including pesticides and fertilizers.  

 

However, if you do feel the need to fertilize your plots or plants here are some suggestions for alternatives 

solutions.   

 

 Organic/All natural 

 Aged compost, manure 

 Diatomaceous Earth 

 Bone meal, blood meal 

  

_______‘Red Flag’ Policy 
 The goal is that all growers remain engaged throughout the growing season. It is understood that you 

may not be able to come to the garden every week; however, the expectation is you won’t let your garden 

become overgrown or neglected. Prior to going on vacation or if you know you will be absent from the 

garden for other reasons, please let us know and we can make arrangements to have your plot cared for in 

your absence. If your garden plot(s) should become overgrown or unmanageable, meaning, there are 

excessive weeds (we cannot distinguish your plants from your weeds or your weeds are going to seed), a 

garden coordinator will mark your plot with a ‘Red Flag’ and contact you. If the issue is not resolved 

within one week or arrangements have not been made to resolve the issue then your plot will be 

relinquished to other neighbors or by the garden coordinators as a donation plot.  

 

_______Tool Shed 
Accessing the tool shed and tools means you are willing to keep them clean (free of soil) and to return 

them in the organized and designated manner. Tools may require signing them in and out.  They are to not 

leave the garden site and will be inventoried regularly. If there is a high demand for a tool, please be 

willing to share it. You are also welcome to bring your own tools but make sure to take them with you so 

as not to cause confusion.  

 

Shed combo: ____________ 
This combination is for garden plot owners only and is not to be shared with public. 
 

_______Rain Barrels & Water Usage 
 We are fortunate to have access to water in the garden; however, our supply is limited. Please be mindful 

about timing and usage as this water is sourced from rain and is not quickly or readily replenished. When 

accessing the water source, use the paths and do not cross into other members’ plots. Whenever possible, 

use the watering cans. Be a considerate ‘Waterer’ and water only when it is necessary. Try not to water 

during the peak of day; instead, water close to the soil either early morning or later afternoon (early 

evening).  Please make sure to coil and hang the hose after use and ensure that the spigot is turned all the 

way off.  
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_______Compost Bins & Composting  
All non-compostables should be put it in the garbage bin or taken home. The composting bins are for all 

gardeners and neighbors. Take time to read the signage. But note that the basics of composting are that 

you put your ‘green waste’ in the first bin and cover it up with the ‘brown waste’.  If you are unsure about 

how to use the composting bins please ask for assistance.  

  

_______Donation Plots & Excess Produce Baskets 
There are four donation plots that will be used by the ISU Dubuque Master Gardeners to grow produce. 

Anyone is welcomed to help maintain these plots, and neighbors are welcomed to take/eat what is grown 

from these plots as well.  

 
You are also welcome to share your excess produce. Simply remove excess soil, weigh and record the 

amount being shared, and then place the vegetables in one of the hanging baskets that on the garden 

fence. If the produce needs to be kept cool, use a designated cooler and add ice if possible.   

  

A garden coordinator will collect and document your donation weights weekly. Tracking this information 

helps us get grants and funding.   

  

_______Master Gardener Resources 
The Master Gardeners (MGs) will be maintaining the donation plots and the curbside flower beds and will 

be working at the garden every Wednesday from 5-7 pm. These volunteers are available to answer 

questions and provide gardening guidance. Periodically, the MGs will host gardening workshops that will 

be open to the public and the Washington Neighborhood community, so keep an eye out for that 

additional information.   

  

_______Group Gardening Days 
If you would like to share your gardening successes or would like to garden with your fellow neighbors 

the garden coordinators will be providing group gardening days and hours every Wednesday at 6 p.m. We 

will also strive to have a few pot luck suppers with the produce we grow too!  Watch for posted notices 

and for additional emails for these garden events. 

 

  



 

4 of 4  Friday, January 13, 17 

Washington Neighborhood Community Garden Agreement  
 
Remember, that if you are contacted by a garden coordinator, you are expected to respond within one 

week of contact.  

 

If the garden coordinators are not contacted, it will be assumed that you are relinquishing your plot(s) to 

be grown by other neighbors or as donation plots.  

 
Possible reasons for contacting you about your garden plot(s):   

Weeds   Empty Plot   Trash/Vandalism 

Water   Dead Plants   Misconduct 

Overgrown plants Group Updates  Event Announcements 

   Tools Left Out/Missing  

 

By providing your contact information and signature below you are agreeing to the policies of the 

Washington Neighborhood Community Garden as noted above and have attended Garden Orientation.  

 

Name_____________________________________________ 

 

Address ___________________________________________ 

 

Email: _____________________________________________ 

 

Phone Number______________________________________ 

 

 

 

Signature: ______________________________________________   

  

 

Date: _______________________ 
 

        Plot #:___________________ 
 

To be completed by garden coordinator:  

 

Signature of garden coordinator______________________________________ 

 

Date of Garden Orientation:  _________________________________________ 

 


